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✦Intro: (show video clip of cartoon version of Good Samaritan Story.)  

Have you ever seen a cartoon version of this?  I kinda like it for this reason: 

it’s simple.  Jesus’ parable of the bad-guy (Samaritans were “bad-guys” in 

eyes of the Jews)  who is better than the good-guys isn’t really so 

complicated. We hear it and right away we know that God’s way is to love, 

to help, to care. This is the way of Heaven’s Kingdom. This is what people 

of the Kingdom naturally do. And your position in life, you ethnic heritage, 

where you’re from, how smart you are, how well-off –none of this has 

anything to say about the state of your heart.  

✦Ok.  That being said, lets ponder Jesus brilliant story in hopes that the 

Holy Spirit of Jesus may speak to our hearts right here.  I see two 

prominent features and principles.  Here’s the first one. 

✦1. The way of heaven, and the way to heaven is beyond me.   That of 

course implies that I shall need someone to obtain it for me. So a corollary 

to this is I need a savior.  This is really the question at the core of all 

religion.  In the first century, Jesus’ Jewish audience would have held that 

be keeping the law of Moses one could reach eternal life. But just how 

much or to what level was necessary?  That’s all in the “experts” question 

too.  Now bear in mind he is not an expert in civil law.  We’re talking about 

Biblical law.  An better title would be religion professor or Bible scholar. He 

has coffee with the priests and Levites, who will show up later in the 

parable.  They’re his peeps.  He seems to be a confident Bible scholar.  

He’s going to check out Jesus, the new guy, for orthodoxy.  To get the feel 

for the atmosphere of this exchange imagine the dialogue something like 

this: 

✦“Lets see how smart you really are, teacher.  How does someone 

get to heaven?” 
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✦“Well, you seem like a smart fellow yourself.  You’ve read the Old 

Testament books.  How would you say we do it?”  Now notice the 

scholar jumps right in and answers the question, but he does it with a 

simple summary of the law that any child would know and every 

serious Jew quoted before leaving home each morning.  

✦ “Glad you asked,” says the Scholar, “The simple answer is Love 

God, love people.” Bam! Now the debate can begin as the two 

teachers show how much they both know about loving God and 

loving people.  But Jesus ends the debate early. 

✦“Exactly.  Let me know when you get that down.” (or in our text, 

vs28 “You have answered correctly...Do this and you will live.”   But 

that’s not a good image-builder for the scholar.  He set out to test and 

evaluate Jesus, but Jesus seems to be suggesting that scholar has 

yet to master this simple memory verse!  To save face, and the 

debate (“to justify himself” v29), he tries to pull it back into the 

theoretical.  

✦“Well now hang on just a minute.  Lets analyze just who my 

neighbor is exactly?”  And that’s when Jesus tells the parable of the 

Good Bad-Guy.  And the problem with Jesus’ story is he never does 

answer the Scholar’s question.  He never does define a neighbor.  

But he does ask “Are you one?  Are you a neighbor?”  

✦Jesus has left the Scholar with an impossible task.  First of all, no Jew 

would want to imitate a Samaritan. They were half-breed Jews.  The 

competition. The denomination with the hang-ups and the unorthodox 

theology.  The context of the parable includes 1) Luke 9:52-53 where we 

read that Samaritans wouldn’t welcome Jesus and his disciples on their 

way to Jerusalem, the Jewish capital. 2) Luke 9:57f where Jesus points out 



The Good Bad-Guy, Lk.10:25-37 
Stories with a Secret #3 

3 

that lots of people talk like they will follow him, but few are really willing to 

hack it. 3) Luke 10:3-4 where Jesus sends his disciples out without money 

or back packs, just trusting God like sheep tiptoeing through a ring of 

wolves, to use his words.  So if the Scholar is to make it into eternal life, 

he’s got some serious things to consider. 

✦Secondly, Jesus has left him with the command to “do” the summary of 

the Law. It’s called the Great Shema.  Shema is the Hebrew for “hear”.   

✦“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength.” Deuteronomy 6:4, 5, NIV. 

✦This along with Leviticus 19:18 – 

✦“...love your neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD.” Leviticus 

19:18, NIV. – 

✦was the common way to summarize all the Jewish writings and prophets. 

And Jesus stops the debate there!  Why? Because it’s much harder for 

someone to claim they love God with everything in them, heart, soul, and 

mind, and that they love everyone else with an equal kindness and concern 

as they give their own precious selves -than it is to claim to keep at least 

some of a longer list of rules, like “don’t shoot people.” Oh I’ve never done 

that!  “Don’t take peoples stuff.”  Oh, never stolen even a pair of shoes! 

“Don’t lie.”  Hey I answer truthfully whenever I’m in court!  Sometimes even 

at home in front of Dad and Mom.  Give people a long list of rules and 

they’ll be sure to check at least some of them off as completed.  But give 

them a summary that covers the ends of the earth and it’s harder to say, 

“Yeah, I got this.”  That’s what happened with another fellow that asked 

Jesus the same question. 
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✦“A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No-one 

is good--except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not 

commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false 

testimony, honour your father and mother.’” “All these I have kept 

since I was a boy,” he said. When Jesus heard this, he said to him, 

“You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of 

great wealth.” Luke 18:18-23, NIV. 

✦Did you see that ruler start to think he had the law down, until Jesus 

zeroes in on where he heart was (his money), and asked him to trade it all 

in and live for love of others.  It’s the same thing the writers of the 

Heidelberg Catechism did when summarizing Christianity in a hundred or 

so questions and answers.  There are three sections: 1)sin 2)salvation 

3)service.  They didn’t talk about the meaning of the 10 Commandments in 

the Sin section.  No they used the summary of the law that our Scholar 

quoted here.  The summary shows you how far off/sinful we are.  The 10 

rules for good life come in the Service section to show us how to live 

grateful for salvation through Christ!  God’s laws are not how you get 

eternal life, they are what eternal life looks like when lived best. That brings 

me to the second feature of  the Good Samaritan parable. 

 

✦2. The way of Heaven is Love.  I need to live in love.  God wants me 

to live with a predisposition to love.  The arena where you work on 

being like God, or being loving, is with people.  Understand this: God does 

not want you to be religious, and by that I mean know religious things, do 
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religious motions or rituals.  He wants us to love him.  But the God-

ordained recipients of our love for God are people! 

✦“If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For 

anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot 

love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this 

command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 1 John 

4:20, 21, NIV. 

✦Or we could put it “Love the Lord your God with all of your heart...BY 

loving your neighbor as yourself.”  What does a predisposition to love 

people look like?  Well, it looks like the Good Samaritan, right?  

✦1) This god-kind of love has nothing to do with the receiver.  It’s 

important to note that the vic on the road to Jericho was stripped and 

left for dead.  No identification, clothing styles.  Nothing to say 

whether he was a Jew or a Samaritan.  We know nothing about him 

of all the characters in the story.   We know about the Priest who is 

supposed to be a God-lover, and the Levite, also a worker in the 

temple of God.  We know about the Samaritan, in Jewish territory, 

likely a candidate for getting beat up himself.  Why?  Because “who is 

my neighbor?” is the wrong question.  It’s a question of self-justifying.  

The right questions is “Am I a neighbor?” or “Am I loving or not to 

other humans?” It shouldn’t matter what their ethnic background is.  It 

shouldn’t matter if they are morally good, or confused.  It shouldn’t 

matter if they look like us.  It shouldn’t even matter if they hurt or 

feelings, were micro-aggressive, or macro-aggressive, deserve help 

or don’t deserve help.  See love is determined by the giver, not the 

receiver.  
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✦2) This god-kind of love can put self aside.  Isn’t that what the 

Samaritan did. What if he thought first and foremost of self?  What 

might his worried wife say when he got home? “You saw a man beat 

up on the road? You didn’t stop did you!?  You could’ve been robbed 

yourself! (She right of course. He could have been.)  You didn’t touch 

him did you?!  You could get a disease! AIDS or something.  You 

have a responsibility to your children you know.  The last thing they 

need is to grow up without a father! You didn’t MOVE him, did you?!  

What if his back was broken?  You could have paralyzed him!  Then 

you’re liable. We could get sued!  We could lose everything.  We’d 

have to go back to driving donkeys instead of our nice camel when 

we travel!”   ...Wait till he tells her he drove the poor man to the 

Marriot and put him up for two days!  He handed over two denari.  A 

denari is a days-wage.  So at the very least, at minimum wage today 

that’s $116! Do you know what kind of ear-buds you can buy for 

$116?!  So in essence, to love is to self-deny, or to say no to self. 

That’s actually the definition of the greek term agape.  But that’s not 

all.  Love is not being a martyr, doing without, scrimping, self-

persecution.  The self-denial of love is for the sake of giving to others.  

Love isn’t love until its given away.  So... 

✦3) Love pours itself out.  It’s just what love does. That’s what makes 

love so shocking in a world where everyone seems bent on soaking 

everything in.  Just read the billboards. How many of them aren’t 

lawyers who want to know if you’ve been injured because they’ll help 

you get payback from someone somehow.  That’s not what Christians 

do. Christians don’t plan and scheme to take from others.  Christians 

plan to give to others. That’s the tithing principle and the essence of 
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the Eighth Commandment: God forbids stealing.  God commands 

working faithfully in order to share with those in need.  Christians 

don’t hide themselves from danger when they see other people in 

danger.  Love heads toward danger for others, just as the Samaritan 

went to the injured man while the other travelers stepped to the side.  

✦“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 

Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for 

his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” John 

15:12-14, NIV. 

✦Did Jesus head toward the danger? You bet he did.  Check out 

Luke 9:51, just before our text. 

✦“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent 

messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 

things ready for him; but the people there did not welcome him, 

because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples 

James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to 

call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned 

and rebuked them, and they went to another village.” Luke 

9:51-56, NIV. 

✦Jesus is heading for Jerusalem to die for the sin of mankind.  They 

don’t know it but he does.  The disciples are more like us, right? 

“Those people won’t help us.  Those people are rude.  Lets nuke 

‘em!”  Jesus is like, “What are you thinking?  That’s not the way of 

love!”  

✦What might that look like in you day?  Well, love goes and sits with 

the kid at lunch that nobody else sits with.  Love comes to the 
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defense of the person being picked on even if it means getting hurt. 

Love spends itself.  Spends.  You know that word, right? 

✦ “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing 

finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves on behalf 

of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your 

light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like 

the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy 

your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your 

frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring 

whose waters never fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient 

ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be 

called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with 

Dwellings.” Isaiah 58:9-12, NIV. 

✦That what the Good Samaritan modeled.  Repair.  Restoration. 

Love.  

✦““...the kind of fasting I want calls you to free those who are 

wrongly imprisoned and to stop oppressing those who work for you. 

Treat them fairly and give them what they earn. I want you to share 

your food with the hungry and to welcome poor wanderers into your 

homes. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from 

relatives who need your help.” Isaiah 58:6, 7, NLT. 

✦Conclusion:  The road to Jericho was strewn with people who were all in it for 

themselves.  The thieves were in it for themselves.  The Priest was.  The Levite 

was. The Scholar listening to the story was.   1) All this shows us how equally 

hopeless we all are in achieving our way to heaven; the Priests were no better than 

the thieves, and the bad-guy, outcast (terrorist) models the spark of God in every 

human, namely love.  But heaven requires perfect and complete love which none 
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of us can master. Hence the need for a rescuer whom we know to be Jesus himself, 

the teller of the story. Perhaps Jesus is even suggesting mysteriously that he is the 

Good Samaritan sent to bind our wounds for he does what religion and ritual 

cannot.  We know this from his later death and resurrection.  But even in the OT 

(Hosea 6), God was said to be the one who would “bind up our wounds”.  In that 

prophet’s book God complains that both marauders and priests lie in ambush for a 

man.  He also says... 

✦“For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God 

rather than burnt offerings.” Hosea 6:6, NIV. 

✦Again, the way of heaven, the way of God is love (mercy: hesed) for God 

and man.  Jesus came to save us from not being this way, and to become 

this way. Go and do likewise.  


